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Don and Terry Vande Krol have  created a innovative, yet simple way to 
improve their neighborhood and the community around them by inviting folks 
that live around the block to their home each week.* Now  a year old, this 
group has become known as the La France Area Neighbors Gathering . 
 
AmeriCorps VISTA Jenn-Marie Grant has had the opportunity to talk with a 
number of the neighbors from the La France Area Gathering to understand the 
significance of being a part of such a group . 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet The Neighbors  
of the La France Area Neighbors Gathering  

http://www.neighborsgathering.com/
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MEET THE  NEIGHBORS...  

 
PETE W.  
 
Where are you originally from?  
A town called Wigan, UK. 
 
Why did you come to North Port..? 
I lived in NJ with my wife Shannon for a 
number of years then her parents moved 
down to Venice, FL to retire. And we moved 
down to be closer with them. 
 
7ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÆÏÒ ×ÏÒËȩ 7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎȩ Disabled right now, but a trained 
Professional Electronics Technician. How did you come to choose that line of work? I always 
liked gadgets and taking things apart, so when I was young  I went to Night College for electrical 
training. 
 
How did you become a part of the Neighbors Gathering on La France?  We first met Don and 
Terry around October 2007. They invited us to come to their Halloween party. We thought it 
×ÁÓ ÕÎÕÓÕÁÌ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ  ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×Ȣ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒ ×Å ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÏ 
and it was okay. 
 
We then were invited to the gathering last year (2009). And we thought about going, this 

neighborhood is so close. 7Å ÆÉÇÕÒÅÄ ÉÔ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÈÕÒÔ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× Á ÆÅ× ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ 
the neighborhood. 3Ï ×Å ×ÅÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÔÈÉÎË ×Å ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÏÎÅȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ 
going ever since. 
 
What changes have you seen in your life and the lives of the other neighbors that 
participate in the gatherings?  7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙȟ ÓÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÌË ÔÏ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ !Ó )ȭÖÅ 
said before when I was in the hospital and my wife was away Ginny, (another La France area 
neighbor) looked after our two cats. Even after two weeks after I first went to a gathering, I was 
in the hospital, and Don and Terry visited me, even though I had barely known them. It was 
really a good feeling to have my neighbors there. We definitely have a better neighborhood now. 
 
What do you think you contribute as a neighbor to the gatherings?  
My knowledge and expertise as an electronics technician . We have a laser jet printer that Don 
sometimes uses to print out some of his material. If a neighbor has trouble with an electronic, I 
can usually fix it, no charge. 
 
What do you think about Neighbors Gathering in the future?  
)ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÓÕÒÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÏȢ /ÕÒÓ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÍÕÃÈ ÂÉÇÇÅÒȢ 
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MEET THE NEIGHBORS...  

 
 
Do you see the benefit in having other  gatherings in North Port started?  
)Ô ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÕÒÔȢ !Î ÏÆÆÓÈÏÏÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÌÅÁÄ ÔÏ ÍÏÒÅ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ 
other neighborhoods. 
 
Sum up Neighbors Gathering in one sentence. 
A group of neighbors trying to build a 
community. 

 

MARY S. 
 
Where are you originally from?  
Philadelphia, PA and the New Jersey area 
 
How did you come to North Port? 
We lived in Bradenton for a while moved back 
to NY for a few years. We lived in Venice too 
and even won the lottery. We loved living there. 
We came to North Port because of work, around 
2004/2005.  
 
What is your profession? 
 I was a health professional, nursing student and former ambulance volunteer. 
 
How did you become a part of the Neighbors Gathering? 
Don and Terry sent out invitations to go to the gathering. My husband Jim and daughter decided 
to go the first one, and I went to the second one. 
 
What changes have you seen in your life and the lives of the other neighbors? 
Lots of things.. Leah (one of the other neighbors in the group) opened up. She gave a bike to (my 

daughter) Lisa. Everyone opened up. I opened up. I opened up my home for the 
progressive dinner and for Easter too. I never thought to do that before. I kept to myself mostly, 
maybe saw the neighbors across the street. People are coming together. 
 
What do you feel you contribute to the group?  
Ȱ-Ù ÂÉÇ ÍÏÕÔÈȢȦȱ [laughs, then thinks] ) ÔÈÉÎË )ȭÍ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȟ ÉÆ 
ÓÏÍÅÂÏÄÙȭÓ ÂÏÔÈÅÒÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÔÁÌË ÔÏ ÍÅȢ 
 
Do you see the value starting other groups?  
I certainly do. If anybody can do it, Don can.  
 
3ÕÍ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ .ÅÉÇÈÂÏÒ 'ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÏÎÅ ÓÅÎÔÅÎÃÅȣ 




